Once I recollect being whipped by my mother for being naughty at meeting.    A sad preparation for a religious life.
Now and then, by way of treat or reward for good behavior, I was allowed to go to the Independent meeting to hear Mr. Waldegrave preach. Mr. W. as I afterwards knew, was an ignorant, noisy, ranting preacher; he bawled loud, thumped the cushion, and sometimes cried. He was, however, a kind man, and of course he was a favorite of mine. It belongs perhaps to a later time, but I well recollect he repeatedly used the phrase, " But as the Tostle Paul say " (say is Suffolk grammar). And after all I could carry away a thought now and then from him.
To return to my mother's instructions; I recollect a practice of hers, which had the best effect on my mind. She never would permit me (like all children, a glutton) to empty the dish at table if there was anything particularly nice, such as pudding or pie. " Henry, don't take any more ; do you not suppose the maids like to have some 1" A respect and attention to servants and inferiors was a constant lesson; and'if I have any kindness and humanity in my ordinary feelings I ascribe it all to her, and very much to this particular lesson.
Of my schooling at Mr. Lease's I have little or nothing to say. I was an ordinary boy and do not recollect acquiring any distinction at school. The sons of Mr. Lease I knew and the children of some other Dissenters who went there ; but some others of my acquaintance went to the grammar school. This Set them above the rest of us, and I believe I should have w&ated to go to the grammar school too, but I had heard that Mr. Lawrence was a flogging master, and I was therefore glad to escape going there.
It was either in 1782 or 1783, the Annual Register of the year will say which, that there was a very hard winter throughout the country. To raise a fund for the poor of the town, the grammar-school boys were induced to act plays at the theatre. Ihave a distinct recollection of some of the boy actors ; the principal play was Venice Preserved. There is nothing Worth noticing in the acting of the tragedy, but it is a significant circumstance, and one that Belongs to the state of moral and religious feeling in the country between sixty and seventy years ago,* that the farce acted with Venice Preserved was
* This was written in 1845.er used to read aloud Mr. Henry's Commentary, and in winter it was mylad relating how
